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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To produce low density porous bodies 
each having a large specific surface area by drying a granular wet 
gel while suppressing shrinkage when the gel is dried to produce the 
porous bodies. 

SOLUTION: When porous bodies are produced, a granular gel 
containing a gel solvent in a liquid or solid state is dried by contact 
with a heat supplier heated to a temperature in the range from the 
solidifying point of the gel solvent to below the thermal degeneration 
temperature of a gel skeleton constituting the granular gel. In the 
drying step, the gel solvent in the liquid or solid state is vaporized 
from the granular gel and the objective granular dry gel is obtained. 
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